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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Upton Parish Council held on 1st August 2016 called @ 19.30 
Present: 

Cllr Anthony Earle (Chairman), Cllr Wendy Lawrence, Cllr Ron Lawrence, Cllr A Bottwood, Cllr Robert Barrett, 

Cllr Mike Ingram. 

Apologies: Cllr Pinder Chauhan, Cllr Darrin Stevens (Vice Chair) 

Also present: Lorraine Bennett (Clerk), Cllr Jill Hope (County Councillor), PC 717 Sarah Whitehead 

 

Before meeting commenced Chairman Cllr Anthony Earle read out statement as Appendix 2. Confirming his 

resignation as Chairman.  Cllr Wendy Lawrence appointed temporary Chairman in Vice Chairman’s absence. 

 

Item no  

16/122 TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE APOLOGIES OF ABSENCE 
Cllr Pinder Chauhan and Cllr Darrin Stevens - RESOLVED 

16/123 TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr Bottwood informed a Borough Councillor. 

16/124  TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE FOR SIGNATURE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on 4th July 2016  
RESOLVED 

16/125 POLICE AND PUBLIC OPEN FORUM 
PUBLIC 
Cllr Jill Hope advised: 
- Barclays Bank do not charge for online banking to community accounts should we wish to change banks.  
- Also provided details of a difficult meeting held regarding discharge periods at hospital. 
- A New Residents Group has been set up in Upton to bring the community together and to create community 
projects. 2nd meeting takes place 2nd August 2016 at Upton Meadows School. Cllr Wendy Lawrence is attending. 
POLICE 

- PC 717 Sarah Whitehead provided report (Appendix 3) to council on latest crime figures (St Crispin’s 
and Marina Park). The only offence to note is Arson at the derelict St Crispin’s hospital site. It has been 
referred to Arson Task Force and Head of Planning Enforcement – who will speak to the developers. 

- The play area at Marina Park has been causing residents distress. Complaints about noise from kids and 
rubbish in the wooded area have been made to the Management committee.  Area is on patrol plans 
and incidents will be dealt with as and when they arise.  

- Yellow Lines – Berrywood Drive/St Crispin’s Drive – Lines are not tagged at each end so not 
enforceable. Review is to take place this month as the biggest area the blind bend outside Berrywood 
Hospital is not resolved. Highways have been contacted and will be reviewed. 
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Proposal – To request the yellow lines completed and a Zebra Crossing put in place.  Upton Parish Council (UPC) 
to write to WN Developments and MP Andrea Leadsom. ALL AGREED  
PC Sarah Whitehead left 7.57pm. 

16/126 TO CONSIDER AND AGREE CONTRACTOR TO ERRECT PARISH NOTICEBOARDS QUOTES PROVIDED, LOCATIONS 
CONFIRMED. 
Cllr Robert Barrett advised he knows one of the contractors Luke Tear. 
The New Roads and Services Act 1991 – Council advised Clerk to contact County Council in relation to whether 
UPC arrange the license (in relation to Telford Way Location). 
PROPOSAL: Mark Jenkins to remove old boards and erect new noticeboards at locations as previously advised. 
Upon the receipt of Public Liability Insurance document and accepting to store the remaining 2 boards until 
license received and New Shops at Upton built.   
If Mark Jenkins unable to meet all requirements, Luke Tear to undertake position. AGREED 
Cllr Wendy Lawrence left room 8.08pm – meeting stopped. Recommenced 8.10pm. 

 16/127 TO CONSIDER AND AGREE FINANCIAL WORKING PARTY IN ORDER FOR THE PARISH COUNCIL TO BE FULLY 
TRANSPARENT AND ENSURE ALL FINANCIAL RISKS ARE PREVENTED. 
The following proposal has been submitted by Cllr Stevens and Cllr Barrett.  

a) To clarify the context of the minutes under 16/099. Cllr Barrett provided reasoning as why matter 
brought back to council. No Working Parties were originally agreed but for risk elements a Financial 
Working Party required.  NCALC bringing out new rules under Financial Regulations. 

PROPOSAL: Three month temporary FSWP until NCALC new rules out – RESOLVED 
       b)   To request a finance scrutiny working party (FSWP) be enacted. To confirm the terms? Three month 
temporary FSWP until NCALC new rules out RESOLVED 
       c)    To approve the appointment of Cllr Stevens and Cllr Barrett to the working party - RESOLVED 

d) To approve the request to authorise the FSWP access to any and all data to assist the preparation of 
reports and monitoring and provide immediate intervention where applicable - RESOLVED 

e) To approve Councillor Stevens to be registered as a full administrator of the councils bank accounts – 
The Chairman should be administrator – once new Chairman elected will be updated. 

 

16/128 To note the Internal Auditors Report received and Annual Return submitted to BDO (improvement plan to be 
produced upon approval of FSWP) – RESOLVED 

16/129 To agree separate bank account named ‘EARMARKED RESERVES’ to be set up for projects. 
RESOLVED 
Need to transfer £8,400 from General Reserves (2016-2017 Budget) – September Agenda. 
 

16/130 FINANCE 

           

mailto:Clerk@upton-pc.gov.uk


                                                          Meetings held at Oak Room Berrywood Hospital 

           Upton Parish Council  

 PO Box 1425  

Northampton 

NN1 9FN 

Email: Clerk@upton-pc.gov.uk 

Mobile: 07703 755469 

  

860 | P a g e  
Upton Parish Council 
Minutes 1st August 2016 
 

 

a) To note the balance of accounts and Bank Reconciliation as at 31/07/2016  
Current a/c  £41,314 Reserve A/c     £12,605.95 - Noted 

b)   To Approve the payments to be made: 

PAY Voucher NO RESPECT OF POWER GROSS VAT 

Staples VN -42 Chq Hardrive/files  106.25 £16.43 

Natwest VN- 43 Chq Bankline Fee  £28.30 - 

Ways2Display VN -44 Chq Noticeboards  £7,854 £1309.00 

Barbara 
Osborne 

VN – 45 Chq Payroll Services  £60.00 - 

Lorraine 
Bennett 

VN – 46 Chq Salary   £438.72 - 

Lorraine 
Bennett 

VN – 47 Chq Backdated hours (6)  £54.84 - 

Lorraine 
Bennett 

VN – 48 Chq Expenses 
(mileage/postage) 

 £20.45 - 

02 DDM VN 49 Invoice 
-87656573 

Clerks Mobile  £11.94 £ 

RESOLVED – Due to Chairman’s resignation cheques to be issued 

16/131 PLANNING – To Consider Applications 

Proposal Reference Proposal Objections/Observations to be made 
by: 

 N/2016/0547 Park 
Barns , Upton Lane, 
Northampton, NN5 
4UX 
 

LISTED BUILDING CONSENT APPLICATION TO 
REMOVE 
EXISITNG FLOOR AND RAISE FLOOR LEVEL, 
ALTERATION TO 
ROOF STRUCTURE, NEW INTERNAL 
STAIRCASE AND 
PARTITION WALLS, ALTERATIONS TO 
EXISTING DOOR 

12th August 2016 
 
No Objections - RESOLVED 

S/2016/1324/ Planning consultation Information for 
application at Norwood Farmhouse Sandy 
Lane Harpole NN7 4DG 

12th August 2016 
(Extension) 
 
OBJECTION TO BE MADE 
Cllr Wendy Lawrence provided report 
on the application. 
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Proposal – Objection due to – Sandy 
Relief Road and absent Masterplan. 
ALL AGREED 

N/2016/0812  
Princess Marina 
Hospital , Weedon 
Road, Upton, 
Northampton, NN5 
6UH 
 

Nine dwellings and block of 6 flats (Pursuant 
planning permission 11/004/repwnn) 

4th August 2016 
 
OBJECTION TO BE MADE 
Email: Object strongly as it differs to 
the original plan 

 

16/132 TO APPOINT MICHELLE ORPIN AS COPYWRITER. TO MAINTAIN WEBSITE/FACEBOOK ON A 3 MONTH 
CONTRACT FOR 7HRS A MONTH(APPROX) -  RESOLVED 

16/133 ADMINISTRATION 
a) To note the Internal Control Checks completed July 2016 – RESOLVED 
b) To review and to resolve the Travel and Expenses Policy – Allowances amended to reflect NCALC’s 

Rates - RESOLVED 
c) To agree Cllr Chowdhury as an additional signatory to Upton Parish Council’s Bank Account. In 

accordance with NatWest’s Mandate (see appendix 1.) – Defer to September as Councillor not 
present. 

16/134 STAFF 
a) To note the absence of the Clerk due to annual leave (8th – 15th August) 
b) To confirm Clerks Probation Terms as per meeting review 13th  June – Still not received. Cllr Wendy 

Lawrence to email Cllr Stevens and Cllr Chauhan. 

16/135 TIME, DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING TO BE AGREED 
Monday 5th September 2016 for next meeting, 7.30 pm. 
Meeting closed 8.55pm 

 
Signed: ……………………………………………… 
 
Dated: ……………………………………………… 
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Appendix 1 

 

Appendix 2 

Chairman’s Resignation Statement 
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